Carlyle Dale Released from Immigration Detention! 
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Carlyle Leslie Owen Dale, a 61-year-old lawful permanent resident who has been detained 
for more than five years in U.S. immigration detention, was reunited last night with family 
in Orlando, Florida, following his release from custody by U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). 


ICE agreed to release Mr. Dale as part of a settlement agreement dismissing a writ 

of habeas corpus, which Heartland Alliance’s National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC) filed 
on his behalf in September 2009. Mr. Dale left detention in Oakdale, Louisiana, on 
Wednesday evening, took a cab 100 miles to the nearest Greyhound Bus station, and then 
traveled by bus to Orlando, where he was greeted by his daughter. 


"When I look at my family, at my children and grandchildren, I see the America that I love 
and it's good to be back with the America I love,” Mr. Dale said upon his arrival. “As far as 
the other America that I experienced during my detention, I don't want to go back to it." 


Mr. Dale, a native of Jamaica, has been a permanent resident of the United States for more 
than 30 years. He was detained by ICE in April 2005 and charged with being removable 
from the United States. During his detention, Mr. Dale suffered several serious health 
problems including chronic asthma and diabetes, which were exacerbated by ICE's failure to 
provide regular access to prescription medications and medical care. On June 27, 2010, 

the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit ruled that Mr. Dale was not deportable. The 
next day, NIJC filed a petition to the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 
on his behalf calling for his release. That same day, Mr. Dale’s story was the subject of a 
New York Times article which shone a spotlight on the lack of medical treatment he had 
received in detention. 


"I think it's fitting that Mr. Dale's release coincides with the upcoming celebration of 
America’s independence,” said Claudia Valenzuela, NIJC’s associate director of litigation, 
who represented Mr. Dale in his detention case. “His five-year detention without meaningful 
review is the type of arbitrariness and abuse that spurred the fight for independence in this 
country and established some of its most cherished principles of justice." 


As a result of the Fifth Circuit decision, Mr. Dale’s case will now return to the Board of 
Immigration Appeals for further consideration. Attorneys Wendy Netter Epstein and Jeffrey 
Freeman of Kirkland & Ellis LLP argued the case pro bono before the Fifth Circuit. 


Immigrant Fighting Deportation Is Freed From 
Detention 
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Carlyle Dale with his granddaughters Jaida Dale,2, and Deanna Dale, 11, at his son’s home in Orlando, Fla., on Friday. 


Only last week, Carlyle Leslie Owen Dale, a legal permanent resident from Jamaica who 
had worked in New York for three decades, seemed at risk of dying in an immigration 


jail in Louisiana while his court appeals against an order of deportation languished. 


But on Friday, for the first time in five years, Mr. Dale, 61, woke up listening for the 
voices of his grandchildren instead of to orders shouted inside the federal detention 
center. 


“I want to tell you how good it feels to be back in my America — the America that I love 
and that loves me,” he said Friday in a telephone interview from the home of his son, 
Dwight, in Orlando, Fla., as the laughter of his grandchildren, 2 and 11, rang in the 
background. 


It was an abrupt change of fortune for Mr. Dale, whose ill health from diabetes, asthma, 
liver disease and high blood pressure had deteriorated drastically at the Oakdale Federal 


Detention Center, leading to five hospitalizations in 20 months. 


On June 24, even as his advocates at the National Immigrant Justice Center petitioned 


the United Nations to intervene in his case, a federal appeals court overruled Mr. Dale’s 
deportation order. 


The court found that the Board of Immigration Appeals had been wrong to conclude 


that a conviction in 2000 for attempted assault made him deportable as an “aggravated 
felon,” and sent the matter back to the board for a new decision. 


The government has been trying to deport Mr. Dale since 2005, based on his guilty plea 
to attempted aggravated assault in a 1998 shooting at a halfway house that he operated 
in Uniondale for recovering substance abusers. Mr. Dale, who had never been in trouble 
with the law, served three and a half years and paid more than $9,000 in restitution to a 
resident whom he shot with an unregistered gun during a confrontation in which he said 
the resident went after him with a knife. 


Until the shooting, Mr. Dale’s life had followed an upward trajectory built on work and 
family. He held jobs at Kennedy International Airport and at an ad agency in Oceanside, 
N.Y., then established his ill-fated halfway house business, the Safe Housing Project Inc. 


Immigration officials had refused numerous requests to release Mr. Dale while his 
appeals were pending. And even after last week’s ruling, by the United States Court of 


Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, they maintained at first that Mr. Dale was still subject to 


mandatory detention. 


But on Wednesday, in a settlement with his justice center lawyers, who withdrew a 
pending habeas corpus petition in his case, federal officials freed him on his own 
recognizance and let him board a Greyhound bus to Orlando. 


Claudia Valenzuela, the justice center lawyer who represented Mr. Dale in his detention 
case, said the case highlighted the arbitrariness of the detention system. 


“The government detains individuals on a massive scale without really evaluating 
whether that person merits detention,” she said. “It serves to create a system in which 
individuals who should never be detained in the first place, much less for years on end, 


find themselves deprived of their liberty, of everyday contact with family and friends, 
and of even basic medical services without justification.” 


Mr. Dale arrived at his son’s home on Thursday night, tired from his long bus journey, 
he said, but overjoyed. 


“My 2-year-old, she’s all over me,” he said of his granddaughter, born while he was in 
detention. “My health is not as bad because my spirits are so high.” 


Still, he said, “I’ve been thinking about a lot of people I left there, people who have been 
going through so much hardship, and they’re still going through that.” 


While his case is pending, he said he did not want to talk about what he called “the other 
America.” But he added, “it’s good to be spending the Fourth of July in the America that 
I love and the America that the world loves.” 


